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Save the Planet with Eco-aware Alpacas

A FREE farm tour in celebration of eco-friendly alpacas and the fall colors!

On September 26 & 27, many members of Upper Midwest Alpacas will be opening their doors to the public and hosting the 6th annual Upper Midwest Alpacas Farm Tour. This is a once-a-year opportunity for the public to visit local alpaca farms, to learn more about and discover why these wonderful animals support an eco-friendly lifestyle.

What is an alpaca and why do they leave a tiny carbon footprint? Members of the camelid family, alpacas are approximately a third of the size of a llama and eat less per pound than other livestock. The lightweight alpaca has a padded foot and is gentle on the terrain. They cut grass with their unique front incisor teeth and do not tear grass from the root. Their cashmere-like fiber does not contain lanolin and does not require harsh multi-stage detergent washes. Alpacas are the only fiber-bearing animal with 22 different natural colors and variations. It accepts natural dyes extremely well, reducing the use of artificial dyes. The alpaca is a natural choice when it comes to preserving the environment.

In addition to educational sessions, children’s activities and fiber related demos (spinning, fly-tying, weaving, knitting, and felting), many farms will be selling alpaca related products. There’s something for everyone in the family - raw fiber (used in fly tying), roving, yarn (hand or machine spun) and garments made from alpaca fibers will be offered. And, there’s nothing softer or cuddlier than the renowned alpaca teddy bears. Events at individual farms vary, so please visit www.ExploreAlpacas.com for a farm and event schedule near you.

Our Mission Statement: “Upper Midwest Alpacas is a progressive community of alpaca owners and breeders, designed to promote and grow the alpaca industry. We have a passion to educate, inform and maintain high industry standards. We take a leadership role in assisting alpaca enthusiasts to reach their full potential through networking, marketing and nurturing.”

Upper Midwest Alpacas invite you to come and experience these eco-friendly animals in all their grandeur at a farm near you. Come and enjoy the autumn colors, refreshments and the soothing sound of our humming alpacas!
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